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him the Texas Legislative Medal of Honor. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering this great American hero and 
thanking his family for his service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. WALTER F. 
MORRIS ON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to recognize Mr. Walter F. Morris on 
the occasion of his 90th birthday. Mr. Morris is 
a Central Florida resident and veteran of 
World War II. During the war, Mr. Morris 
bravely served as a B–17 navigator, flying 30 
missions over Europe. 

World War II veterans, regarded as ‘‘The 
Greatest Generation,’’ have demonstrated he-
roic commitment to preserving the freedom 
and prosperity of our nation. Their sacrifices 
and their families’ sacrifices defeated the 
forces of tyranny and advanced freedom to 
millions of people. We, the United States and 
future generations of Americans, owe World 
War II veterans a debt of gratitude that can 
never be repaid but is remembered and hon-
ored in our daily lives. 

It is my distinct pleasure, as a representa-
tive of the people of Central Florida, to recog-
nize Mr. Morris and all members of America’s 
Armed Forces for their dedication of service to 
our country. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. JAMIE 
ROSHON 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize one of the country’s finest early 
childhood educators. Ms. Jamie Roshon is a 
preschool teacher at the Pottstown KinderCare 
Learning Center in Montgomery County, Penn-
sylvania. Jamie is being honored this year with 
the Knowledge Universe Early Childhood Edu-
cator Award. She is one of only 10 preschool 
educators in the nation being honored with 
this award. 

At the Pottstown KinderCare Learning Cen-
ter, Jamie is dedicated to teaching children 
aged two and three years old. Throughout her 
thirteen year tenure at the Pottstown Center, 
she has become an invaluable asset to her 
students, their families, and her fellow faculty 
members. This honor testifies to how Jamie’s 
efforts each day in the classroom are making 
a profound difference in our children’s lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Ms. Jamie Roshon for 
her excellent work enriching the lives of young 
children, and I congratulate her on this well- 
deserved honor. 

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR TOM 
HANAFAN 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mayor Tom Hanafan of Council 
Bluffs, Iowa and to honor his storied career of 
leadership and public service. 

A Council Bluffs native since birth, Tom was 
born in 1947 and was raised on the city’s west 
side. Mr. Hanafan graduated from Thomas 
Jefferson High School in 1965 and received a 
bachelor’s degree in history and government 
from the University of South Dakota at 
Vermillion in 1969. Following graduation, Tom 
completed an 18-year career in sales before 
successfully running for city council in 1982. 
Six years later in 1988, Tom Hanafan was 
sworn in as Mayor Hanafan. Over the past 25 
years, he has been reelected by the good 
people of Council Bluffs a total of six times 
making him the longest-serving mayor of any 
major city in the state of Iowa. 

Throughout his time in office, Mayor 
Hanafan ushered in a new era for Council 
Bluffs and has transformed the city into the 
thriving community it is today. Mayor 
Hanafan’s tenure will be remembered, in part, 
for its many successes in local economic de-
velopment. This included the construction of 
the Mid-America Center, investments by major 
companies such as Google and Bass Pro 
Shops, and the establishment of numerous 
entertainment and shopping venues that have 
invigorated the Council Bluffs economy. 

Mayor Hanafan has also helped lead his city 
through difficult times. During his first year on 
the job, the tornado of 1988 upended Council 
Bluffs, damaging property and injuring dozens 
of citizens. Tom worked, quite literally, around 
the clock, forgoing sleep to assist his neigh-
bors and the city’s recovery. Most recently in 
2011, disaster struck again when record snow 
and rainfall caused the historic flooding of the 
Missouri River. During my visit to the area dur-
ing this troubling time, I was able to witness 
Mayor Hanafan’s resilience and leadership 
firsthand as he coordinated with state and fed-
eral offices to help his city recover. 

Mr. Speaker, Mayor Hanafan’s years of hon-
orable service and the positive impact he has 
had on his community simply cannot be over-
stated and provides a great example for local 
elected officials throughout our nation. For the 
past 25 years, Mayor Hanafan has utilized the 
renowned Iowa work ethic every day to better 
serve his neighbors and it is a great honor to 
represent him, and all of the citizens of Coun-
cil Bluffs, in the United States Congress. I in-
vite my colleagues in the House to join me in 
thanking Mayor Hanafan, congratulating him 
on his truly stellar career, and wishing both 
him and his wife, Shirley, the best of luck as 
they begin this new chapter in their lives. 

CELEBRATING OSKAR 
KNOBLAUCH’S 2013 CHARACTERS 
UNITE AWARD HONORABLE MEN-
TION 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask that my colleagues join me in celebrating 
Oskar Knoblauch’s 2013 Characters Unite 
Award honorable mention. This award is pre-
sented by the USA Network to those who 
have made considerable achievements im-
proving civil and human rights within their 
communities. 

Mr. Knoblauch’s story is nothing short of in-
credible. As an adolescent, he was a victim of 
the holocaust. Relying on relationships and in-
tellect, he and his siblings survived the horrors 
of this abominable era. Today Mr. Knoblauch 
has overcome the scars of his past and is 
using them to encourage tolerance and fight 
prejudice. He travels the country to give pres-
entations, and has written a novel about his 
ordeal for those he cannot reach through 
speeches. Oskar Knoblauch has dedicated 
himself to preventing the same evils that he 
experienced. 

My constituent, Mr. Knoblauch, is an out-
standing example of character, service, and 
triumph. It is my utmost privilege to represent 
him in Congress. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Oskar Knoblauch on this 
exceptional honor and in supporting him in his 
continuing efforts to increase respect and un-
derstanding across our nation and around the 
world. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JACK POWELL 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit these remarks in honor of Jack Powell, 
who tragically passed away at the age of 80, 
the day after celebrating his 55th anniversary 
with his wife Mary. 

Jack was born in Roanoke, Virginia. He at-
tended Morningside Elementary, Stonewall 
Jackson Junior High, and graduated from Jef-
ferson High School in 1952. He enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy for a four-year tour of duty during 
the Korean Conflict. Jack returned from serv-
ing his country, and then began serving the 
community as a Roanoke police officer. 

In 1957, Jack began working as a Virginia 
State Alcoholic Beverage Control Enforcement 
Division Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge. 
From the 35 years he spent as a ‘‘Revenuer,’’ 
arresting moonshiners and chasing boot-
leggers across Southwest Virginia, Jack had 
countless stories to tell, many of which he 
wrote in several books that pay tribute to whis-
key-makers and those who pursued them. For 
example, while working undercover, Jack was 
once was jailed in Marion when he was un-
able to convince authorities that he was actu-
ally on their team. Jack narrowly escaped rat-
tlesnakes, dodged bullets, and carried with 
him his trusty ax he named ‘‘The Devil.’’ 

He cherished his work upholding the law, 
loved to share his stories, and was an accom-
plished author, speaker, and storyteller. As 
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Vaughan Webb, assistant director at the Blue 
Ridge Institute at Ferrum College, told the Ro-
anoke Times, Jack’s death ‘‘is a great loss to 
the lore of moonshining.’’ And, ‘‘He was a 
wealth of information. Jack was a character 
and he really knew how to tell a story.’’ 

Jack was a member and President of the 
Piedmont Fraternal Order of Police, a Free 
Mason, and a lifelong member of Belmont 
Baptist Church. He also was a member of the 
U.S. Navy Mineman Association. Jack earned 
an AAS, BS, and LLB from Virginia Western 
Community College and LaSalle Extension 
Law Institute, and was a 1981 graduate of the 
National FBI Police Academy. 

Jack is survived by his wife Mary of Roa-
noke; daughters Trenda Powell Jacocks and 
her husband, Army Colonel John Mc. Jacocks, 
M.D., of Fairfax Station, Virginia and Andrea 
Powell McKown and her husband, Navy Cap-
tain Martin H. McKown Jr., of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Also surviving are six grand-
children, one of which was Martin Hayes 
McKown III of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, who 
was an original member of my congressional 
office staff. Other grandchildren are Brittany 
Virginia Jacocks of New York, New York; Mary 
Carter Jacocks of Fairfax Station, Virginia; Air 
Force 2LT Connor Braxton McKown of Del 
Rio, Texas; Army Cadet 1st Class Carson Lee 
McKown, of West Point, New York; and Air 
Force Cadet 4th Class Bailey Wright McKown 
of Pittsburgh, Pa.; and his nephew, Allen Pow-
ell, of Roanoke. 

Jack Powell’s legacy and influence will be 
long remembered throughout our region. I am 
honored to pay tribute to this great man. My 
continued prayers are with his family and 
friends. May God give them comfort during 
this difficult time. 

f 

HONORING JOSEPH DEBRO 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary life and ca-
reer of Bay Area community leader and tire-
less advocate for the underserved, Mr. Joseph 
Debro. Known throughout the Greater Oak-
land/Bay Area region as an innovative and 
dedicated mentor for minority businesses, Jo-
seph Debro was also a stalwart community 
member. With his passing, we look to Mr. 
Debro’s tremendous legacy and the out-
standing quality of his life’s work. 

Born in Jackson, Mississippi, Mr. Debro at-
tended and graduated from McClymonds High 
School in Oakland, California. He later en-
rolled at the University of California at Berke-
ley, where he was awarded an undergraduate 
and Master’s Degree in bio-chemistry. Upon 
graduation, Mr. Debro put his extensive knowl-
edge to work as research assistance at the 
University of California at San Francisco, and 
later when he was recruited by NASA as a 
bio-chemical engineer. 

In his own words, Mr. Debro was the son of 
former slaves, who had to ride in the back of 
the bus with his parents, drinking water from 
fountains designated for coloreds only, and 
picking cotton in fields owned by White peo-
ple. And even though he saw some diminution 
of racism throughout his lifetime, he was al-

ways quick to point out glaring inequalities in 
our justice system that persists to this day. 

Mr. Debro tirelessly sought to raise aware-
ness of the experiences African American con-
tractors faced in their attempts to be recog-
nized as viable businessmen in their industry. 
In the mid-1960’s, Mr. Debro observed that 
Black contractors were excluded from urban 
redevelopment projects occurring in their own 
backyard. In his efforts to fight this disparity, 
Mr. Debro organized minority contractors and 
co-founded the National Association of Minor-
ity Contractors. Along these same lines, in 
2009, he founded the Bay Area Black Build-
ers, an organization composed of black con-
struction workers and contractors fighting for 
economic justice. 

As a community activist, Mr. Debro fought 
for fair housing policies, lending practices, and 
employment in building trades, among other 
issues. Alongside Congressman Bennie 
Thompson, he helped build thousands of units 
of rural housing throughout the nation. As a 
contractor, Mr. Debro built and rehabilitated 
numerous structures, such as the Malonga 
Casquelord Arts Center in Oakland. And in 
keeping with his role as a guarding of the 
community, in 2012, he again challenged the 
Raiders football team in court to repay a $53.9 
million loan to the City of Oakland and County 
of Alameda. 

Furthermore, Mr. Debro boasted an impres-
sive history with local and state government. 
Throughout the years, he served as the Direc-
tor for the State of California’s office of Small 
Business, Director of the Oakland Small Busi-
ness Center, Director of the Oakland Model 
Cities Program, and the Vice President of the 
Mayor’s office of Economic Development in 
San Francisco. 

I had the honor to have known Joe since 
the early 1970s. He was a visionary, bold, and 
never wavered with his commitment to the Af-
rican American community. He helped fund 
California Resources, which Elihu Harris and I 
organized, and provided a Washington pres-
ence for minority owned firms. I learned a lot 
from Joe and will always remember his friend-
ship and his wise counsel. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors a great friend of the 
Bay Area and a true champion for equity, Mr. 
Joseph Debro. His steadfast commitment to 
ensuring that minorities have access to a bet-
ter quality of life will forever live on with the 
legacy of his vision. I offer my sincerest con-
dolences to his many loved ones and to all of 
those whose lives he touched over the years. 
He will be deeply missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN SAM HOWE 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to Captain Sam Howe, 
who has worked in my office for the past year 
as a Defense Fellow. Capt Howe started in my 
office last January and he has truly been a 
pleasure to have on the staff. His extensive 
military experience has benefited the office 
tremendously as he offers a unique perspec-
tive, is always prepared, takes on any task 
and does it with a smile. 

Captain Howe was born in 1986 and grew 
up with his two younger sisters, Georgia, 25, 
and Willa, 21, in the friendly suburb of Bel-
mont, Massachusetts, just outside of Boston, 
where his parents, John and Teresa, still live 
today. In 2004, Capt Howe graduated from 
Belmont Hill School. 

Capt Howe would go on to attend Duke Uni-
versity in Durham, North Carolina. While there, 
he earned a B.A. in Public Policy Studies with 
a minor in Political Science and met the love 
of his life, his wife, Casey Freeman. Following 
his junior year of college, in 2007, Capt Howe 
completed Marine Officer Candidate School in 
Quantico, Virginia, which involved a ten week 
screening and training program for prospective 
Marine Officers. Upon his graduation from 
Duke in 2008, Sam was commissioned as a 
Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps. 

Following commissioning, Capt Howe re-
turned to Quantico to attend the six month 
Basic Officer Course and, after being des-
ignated as a Marine Communications Officer, 
he completed the five month Basic Commu-
nications Officer Course. He was subsequently 
assigned to First Marine Logistics Group, I 
Marine Expeditionary Force, of Camp Pen-
dleton, California. 

While stationed in California, Capt Howe 
served as a platoon commander, company op-
erations officer, company executive officer, 
and acting company commander. In those 
roles, he was responsible for the welfare and 
readiness of his Marines, planning and con-
ducting training, administration, and preparing 
Marines for deployments in support of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom or other contin-
gencies. In 2010, Capt Howe completed a 
seven month deployment to Afghanistan, su-
pervising a platoon of 55 Marines. 

As a civilian, Capt Howe enjoys good food, 
craft beer, and traveling abroad, as well as 
running, skiing, working out, and reading. He 
completed the Marine Corps Marathon in 2012 
after moving to Washington, D.C. from Cali-
fornia. He and his wife live in Washington, 
D.C. 

During his time in the office he has focused 
his efforts on defense acquisition, defense ap-
propriations, the intelligence community, Navy 
SEALs training, and many other policy areas. 
He has been an invaluable resource to all my 
staff and I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank his family for supporting him 
through the years; he truly is one impressive 
guy. On behalf of everyone in the office, I 
would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
Captain Sam Howe for all his hard work and 
let him know that my office door is always 
open to him. 

f 

HONORING FORT BENNING’S SAR-
GENT PATRICK HAWKINS, PRI-
VATE FIRST CLASS CODY PAT-
TERSON, 1ST LIEUTENANT JEN-
NIFER MORENO, SPECIAL AGENT 
JOSEPH PETERS, AND CORPORAL 
JOSHUA HARGIS 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I 
come before you today to honor 5 of Fort 
Benning’s own soldiers who courageously put 
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